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Chance l lo r  Hansen, P r e s i d e n t  Pierre ,  Members of  t h e  

Graduat ing  C l a s s ,  and Ladies  and Gentlemen: I t  i s  a g r e a t  

p l e a s u r e  f o r  m e  t o  be h e r e  and t o  have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  

t h e  P ra i r i e  V i e w  A&M U n i v e r s i t y  campus once aga in .  I am espe-  

c i a l l y  p l e a s e d  t h a t  bo th  D r .  Ar thur  Hansen and D r .  Percy Pierre  

are h e r e  and t o  see them aga in  as  w e l l .  I have known them bo th  

f o r  many y e a r s  and maybe I should  s t a r t  by t e l l i n g  s o m e  s tor ies  

abou t  your . two bosses .  

You a l l  know t h a t  my most r e c e n t  employer w a s  NASA b u t  I'll 

bet  t h a t  n o t  many of you know t h a t  D r .  Hansen a l so  worked f o r  

NASA f o r  t e n  y e a r s .  I have asked some of my Texas f r i e n d s  whether  

t h e y  r e a l l y  know what t h e y  are doing  i n  t u r n i n g  o v e r  t h e  h i g h e r  
, 

educa t ion  system o f  t h e  S t a t e  of Texas t o  two f e l l o w s  who came 

from NASA. Maybe w e  w i l l  see t o  it t h a t  w e  a l l  wind up  i n  o r b i t ,  

e v e n t u a l l y !  I n  any e v e n t ,  you should  know t h a t  bo th  D r .  Hansen 

and I know how t o  do t h a t  and w e  can always keep it i n  mind a s  a 

th rea t !  

I have a lso worked w i t h  D r .  Percy Pierre f o r  many y e a r s .  I 

f i r s t  m e t  him when h e  was Dean of Engineer ing  a t  Howard U n i v e r s i t y  

ana  t h e n  worked t o g e t h e r  w i t h  him f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  i n  t h e  Pentagon 

when h e  w a s  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army. Two and a h a l f  y e a r s  
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ago, he and I had t h e  chance t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n .  D r .  Pierre 

headed a committee t o  a d v i s e  NASA on how t o  develop  b e t t e r  re la-  

t i o n s  w i t h  u n i v e r s i t i e s  such as t h i s  one--our c o u n t r y ' s  

h i s t o r i c a l l y  B l a c k  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h ighe r  educa t ion .  H e  and t h e  

committee he headed succeecied i n  deve loping  a p l a n  f o r  NASA whereby 

w e  more t h a n  doubled t h e  r e s e a r c h  money going t o  t h e  B l a c k  u n i v e r s i -  

t i e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  two years--from about  $3 m i l l i o n  p e r  y e a r  t o  about  

$ 7  m i l l i o n  p e r  y e a r  t o  d a t e .  Having done t h a t ,  D r .  Pierre t h e n  

t u r n e d  around and c a m e  here t o  see t o  it t h a t  some of t h i s  money 

is  w e l l  s p e n t !  I hope t h a t  he can escape  t h e  i n q u i s i t i o n  t h a t  i s  

bound t o  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  p r e s s  as  t o  how t h i s  a l l  w o r k s .  I n  any 

e v e n t ,  I a m  most p l e a s e d  t h a t  he i s  h e r e  because NASA, i n  t h e  n e x t  

f e w  y e a r s ,  w i l l  spend more t h a n  $1 m i l l i o n  t o  suppor t  basic research 

on t h i s  campus. 

t h a n  D r .  P ierre  t o  l e a d  t h i s  e f f o r t  i n  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  new knowledge. 

P e r s o n a l l y ,  I can t h i n k  of no one bet ter  equipped 

I look forward v e r y  much t o  working bo th  w i t h  D r .  Iiansen and 

D r .  P ierre  t o  make o u r  h ighe r  educa t ion  system i n  Texas better 

t h a n  it i s  today .  

A s  you know, I w i l l  s h o r t l y  be coming t o  Texas myself  t o  work 

w i t h  t h e  "other"  u n i v e r s i t y  system. I a m  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  one 

and I guess  I w i l l  have t o  f i n d  o u t ,  i n  due c o u r s e ,  where it is! 

I t  i s  e n t i r e l y  f i t t i n g ,  l a d i e s  and gent lemen,  t h a t  I should  

s t a r t  my new academic career i n  Texas here a t  P r a i r i e  V i e w  A&M 

U n i v e r s i t y  because I have had a long  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h i s  campus. 

I n  f a c t ,  P ra i r i e  V i e w  A&M U n i v e r s i t y  i s  t h e  f i r s t  Texas u n i v e r s i t y  

t h a t  I e v e r  v i s i t ed - -a lmos t  2 0  y e a r s  ago i n  1965.  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  I 
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was a P r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a  and I w a s  asked 

t o  g i v e  a l e c t u r e  he re .  I remember t h a t  du r ing  my v i s i t  I m e t  

t h e n - P r e s i d e n t  D r .  Edward B.  Evans,  and he t o l d  m e  w h a t  h e  had 

i n  mind f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Looking around now, 2 0  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  

much of what he t o l d  m e  t h e n  h a s  been achieved .  Most of  you w e r e  

j u s t  a f e w  y e a r s  o l d  a t  t h e  time so t h a t  it i s  probably  ha rd  f o r  

you t o  unders tand  t h e  changes t h a t  I a m  t a l k i n g  about .  I a m  s u r e ,  

however, t h a t  some of  t h e  o l d e r  people  h e r e  r e m e m b e r  what t h i n g s  

w e r e  l i k e  20  y e a r s  ago and how fa r  w e  have c o m e .  

When I moved t o  NASA i n  1 9 6 9 ,  t o  work a t  NASA's Ames Research 

Center  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a long  and p r o d u c t i v e  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p  w i t h  t h i s  campus t h a t  w a s  developed o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  by t w o  

peop le  from t h e  Center  who made many v i s i t s  h e r e ,  Messrs. John W .  

Boyd and W i l l i e  L.  White .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  M r .  Whi t e  i s  no l o n g e r  

w i t h  u s  s i n c e  he  passed away a f te r  a s e v e r e  i l l n e s s  t w o  y e a r s  ago. 

Some of you may remember him and you should  know t h a t  w e  are 

working t o  e s t a b l i s h  a s c h o l a r s h i p  #fund t o  suppor t  a s t u d e n t  on t h i s  

campus i n  h i s  memory. 

My b u s i n e s s  i s  e x p l o r a t i o n .  I n  t h e  l a s t  three y e a r s ,  w e  have 

done much t o  open new f r o n t i e r s  i n  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  space  around u s .  

W e  have made t h e  Space S h u t t l e  work and it has  g iven  u s  r o u t i n e  

access t o  space.  W e  have gone up and f i x e d  s a t e l l i t e s  t h a t  have 

f a i l e d .  W e  have manufactured v a l u a b l e  pha rmaceu t i ca l s  i n  space  

t h a t  can be made o n l y  i n  z e r o  g r a v i t y .  Most impor t an t  of a l l ,  w e  

have expanded human knowledge, and a g r a d u a t e  of one of o u r  h i s t o r i -  

c a l l y  B lack  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  a s t r o n a u t  D r .  Ronald M c N a i r ,  has stood 

a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  of t h i s  e f f o r t .  What I have l e a r n e d  from my 
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y e a r s  i n  e x p l o r a t i o n  i s  t h a t  peop le  do t h i n g s ,  n o t  " they"  o r  ' ' t h e m "  

or some b i g  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  i s  always some i n d i v i d u a l  who s p a r k s  

something a long .  I t  i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  can s t o p  t h i n g s .  

More t h a n  500  y e a r s  ago, t h e  Chinese had a f l o u r i s h i n g  t r a d e  w i t h  

peop le  i n  E a s t  A f r i c a .  They b u i l t  s h i p s  t h a t  w e r e  1 0  t i m e s  as 

l a r g e  as  t h o s e  t h a t  Columbus had and t h e y  had an A d m i r a l ,  Chen H o ,  

w h o  w a s  t h e  s p a r k  p lug  of t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e .  On one of h i s  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  

Chen H o  had m o r e  t h a n  60  s h i p s  w i t h  a t o t a l  of  more t h a n  2 0 , 0 0 0  

peop le  i n  t h e  crews. Then, i n  t h e  y e a r  1 4 3 0 ,  t h e  Emperor d i e d .  

The new Emperor thought  t h a t  e x p l o r a t i o n  and t rade  w e r e  bo th  e v i l  

and he s topped  t h e  whole t h i n g  cold.  I n  o r d e r  t o  e n f o r c e  t h i s ,  

t h e  Emperor even decreed  t h a t  no one cou ld  b u i l d  a s h i p  w i t h  more 

t h a n  two m a s t s !  N o t  on ly  d i d  t h e  E m p e r o r  s t o p  t r a v e l ,  he  stopped 

t h e  technology t h a t  made it p o s s i b l e !  Imagine how f a r  w e  cou ld  

g e t  today  i f  w e  cou ld  b u i l d  a i r p l a n e s  o r  s p a c e s h i p s  w i t h  o n l y  one  

engine!  

I t h i n k  t h e  l e s s o n  i s  clear an'd t h e  message i s  s imple .  B e  a 

s t a r t e r  r a t h e r  t han  a s t o p p e r .  Chen H o  i s  remerribered s t i l l  today  

by peop le  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  name of t h e  Emperor 

who s topped  h i m  i s  f o r g o t t e n .  

change t h e  world and t h a t ,  I t h i n k ,  i s  t h e  impor tan t  message. 

You - can a l s o  s tar t  t h i n g s  t h a t  w i l l  

Twenty-one y e a r s  ago ,  a ve ry  g r e a t  American, who w a s  a l so  a 

g r e a t  s ta r te r ,  stood on t h e  s t e p s  of t h e  Lincoln M e m o r i a l  i n  

Washington and t a l k e d  about  h i s  dreams. You a l l  r e m e m b e r  w h a t  he 

s a i d .  

Emancipation Proclamation and he s t a r t e d  by quo t ing  J e f f e r s o n  i n  

t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  of Independence: "I have a dream t h a t  one day 

t h i s  n a t i o n  w i l l  r ise up and l i v e  o u t  t h e  t r u e  meaning of i t s  

H e  w a s  speaking on t h e  one hundredth a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  
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creed: W e  hold these t r u t h s  t o  be s e l f - e v i d e n t ;  t h a t  a l l  men are  

created e q u a l . "  And, i n  quo t ing  J e f f e r s o n ,  D r .  Mar t in  Luther  King 

gave u s  a l l  a new v i s i o n .  

o n l y  f o r  h i m  and f o r  h i s  people  b u t  fo r  a l l  Americans. H e  s a id ,  

"1 say  t o  you, my f r i e n d s ,  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and 

H e  recognized  t h a t  h i s  dream w a s  n o t  

f r u s t r a t i o n s  of t h e  moment, I s t i l l  have a dream. I t  i s  a dream 

deep ly  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  American dream." 

W e  have made p r o g r e s s  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  D r .  K ing ' s  v i s i o n ,  bu t  

w e  s t i l l  have a long  way t o  go. A s  you go now t o  pu r sue  your  

l i v e s ,  t o  u s e  and apply  w h a t  you have l e a r n e d  here, r e m e m b e r  

D r .  K ing ' s  dream. I t  i s  t h e  American dream, and as  long  as  w e  

remember t h a t  and work t o  f u l f i l l  it, t h e n  t h e  United S ta tes  of 

America w i l l  remain the  g r e a t e s t  n a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  Thank you 

and Godspeed. 


